General Music Essential Questions
Blue- 6th           Red- 7th                  Green- 8th 

1st Marking Period
1) READ MUSICAL NOTATION -ML.2: 

1. WHICH ARE MORE IMPORTANT NOTES OR RESTS, WHY? 

2. DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE OF NOTES AND RESTS. 

3. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE? 

4. WHICH IS MORE IMPORTANT NOTES OR RESTS, WHY? 

5. DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE OF NOTES AND RESTS. 

6. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE? 

7. WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF NOTATION? 

8. WHAT ARE THE BASIC CATEGORIES OF SYMBOLS AND TERMS?
9. WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF ADVANCED NOTATION? 

10. HOW DO WE USE ADVANCED NOTATION? 

11. WHY DO WE NEED ADVANCED NOTATION? 

12. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE?

2) MAKING MUSICAL NOTATION -ML.3: 

1. WHEN DOES SOUND BECOME MUSIC? 

2. DESCRIBE DIFFERENT SOURCES OF SOUND USED IN CREATING MUSIC. 

3. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF ARRANGING MUSIC WE ALREADY KNOW? 

4. WHAT IS THE PROCESS OF ARRANGING SIMPLE PIECES FROM KNOWN MUSIC? 

5. WHAT MAKES A GOOD/BAD IMPROVISATION?

6. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF ADDING IMPROVISATIONS TO EXISTING COMPOSITIONS? 

7. WHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF USING NON-TRADITIONAL SOUNDS IN MUSIC? 

8. HOW DOES BLENDING TRADITIONAL AND NON TRADITIONAL SOUNDS HELP TO ADVANCE MUSIC IN THE 21ST CENTURY?
9. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF ADDING IMPROVISATIONS TO EXISTING COMPOSITIONS? 

10. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF USING VARIED SCALES AND MAJOR KEYS? 

11. WHAT IS THE BENEFIT OF USING NON-TRADITIONAL SOUNDS IN MUSIC? 

12. HOW DOES BLENDING TRADITIONAL AND NON TRADITIONAL SOUNDS HELP TO ADVANCE MUSIC IN THE 21ST CENTURY?

3) REACTION AND RESPONSE TO MUSIC -MR.1

1. HOW DO MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE A SONG? 

2. WHAT ARE DIFFERENT WAYS WE CAN RESPOND TO MUSIC? 

3. HOW ARE THE GENRES OF MUSIC DIFFERENT? 

4. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION? 

5. HOW DO MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE A SONG? 

6. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONDUCTOR? 

7. WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE GENRES OF MUSIC? 

8. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION? 

9. WHAT CHARACTERISTICS DO YOU LISTEN FOR IN A HIGH QUALITY PERFORMANCE? 

10. WHAT CHARACTERISTICS WOULD SHOW THAT A PERFORMANCE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT?

11. HOW DO CURRENT EVENTS INFLUENCE MUSIC?

12. WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF MUSIC AND HOW DO YOU DEFINE THEM? 

13. DISCUSS HOW MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER IN THIS AURAL EXAMPLE? 

14. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONDUCTOR? 

15. DESCRIBE THE CONDUCTOR’S GESTURES USED TO CONVEY TEMPO, DYNAMICS, AND STYLE. 

16. DESCRIBE TONALITY, PITCH, RHYTHM, POSTURE, AND STYLE/GENRE, WHILE LISTENING TO AN EXAMPLE. 

17. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION? 

18. DESCRIBE WHAT YOU LIKE AND DISLIKE ABOUT THIS EXAMPLE. 

19. WOULD THIS EXAMPLE BE A HIGH QUALITY PERFORMANCE? WHY OR WHY NOT?

4) MUSIC IN RELATION TO THE GLOBAL 21ST CENTURY LEARNER -CR.1

1. HOW CAN LANGUAGE OR CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

2. HOW DO THE CURRENT EVENTS OF THE ERA INFLUENCE THE MUSIC? 

3. HOW DO THE COMPOSERS AFFECT THE STYLE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUSIC? 

4. IN WHAT WAYS DO THE ARTS INFLUENCE CULTURE? 

5. IN WHAT WAYS DOES CULTURE INFLUENCE ARTS? 

6. WHAT CAN ONE LEARN FROM THE MUSIC OF THIS SPECIFIC ERA? 

7. HOW DOES MUSIC CHANGE BASED ON THE LISTENERS’ EXPERIENCES?

8. HOW CAN LANGUAGE OR CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

9. HOW DO THE CURRENT EVENTS OF THE ERA INFLUENCE THE MUSIC? 

10. HOW DO THE COMPOSERS AFFECT THE STYLE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUSIC? 

11. WHAT CAN ONE LEARN FROM THE MUSIC OF THIS SPECIFIC ERA? 

12. HOW IS MUSIC RELATED TO OTHER SUBJECT AREAS? 

13. WHAT MUSICAL STRATEGIES COULD BE USEFUL IN OTHER CLASSES OR ACTIVITIES? 

14. WHEN DO YOU LISTEN TO MUSIC THE MOST AND WHY? 

15. WHAT ASPECTS OF YOUR LIFE INVOLVE MUSIC? 

16. HOW DOES SOCIETY INFLUENCE THE LIVES OF MUSICIANS? 

17. HOW DO MUSICIANS INFLUENCE SOCIETY? 

18. WHAT MUSICAL OCCUPATIONS INTEREST YOU?
19. HOW CAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

20. HOW IS MUSIC DIFFERENT WITHIN THE REGIONS OF OUR STATE, COUNTRY AND WORLD? 

21. HOW IS MUSIC SIMILAR WITHIN THE REGIONS OF OUR STATE, COUNTRY AND WORLD? 

22. HOW DO CURRENT AND HISTORICAL EVENTS INFLUENCE MUSIC? 

23. HOW IS MUSIC RELATED TO OTHER SUBJECT AREAS? 

24. WHAT MUSICAL STRATEGIES COULD BE USEFUL IN OTHER CLASSES OR ACTIVITIES? 

25. WHAT ARE THE CURRENT LAWS REGARDING COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE? 

26. WHY ARE COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE LAWS NECESSARY FOR MUSIC? 
2nd Marking Period
1) PLAY/SING CORRECTLY -ML.1:

1. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING PROPER PLAYING TECHNIQUE OF THE CLASSROOM INSTRUMENTS? 

2. WHY SING/PLAY WITH EXPRESSION? 

3. HOW DOES MUSIC INVOKE EMOTION? 

4. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF USING PROPER PLAYING TECHNIQUE OF THE CLASSROOM INSTRUMENTS? 

5. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF USING EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS IN MUSIC? 

6. WHY SING/PLAY WITH EXPRESSION?
7. HOW DO YOU PERFORM EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS ACCURATELY? 

8. WHAT INFLUENCES THE AUTHENTICITY OF PERFORMING EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS? 

9. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE A PERFORMANCE THAT USES ALL OF THE EXPRESSIVE ELEMENTS? 

10. HOW DOES MUSIC INVOKE EMOTION?
2) READ MUSICAL NOTATION -ML.2:

1. WHICH ARE MORE IMPORTANT NOTES OR RESTS, WHY? 

2. DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE OF NOTES AND RESTS.
3. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE? 
4. WHICH IS MORE IMPORTANT NOTES OR RESTS, WHY? 

5. DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE OF NOTES AND RESTS. 

6. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE? 

7. WHAT ARE THE BASIC CATEGORIES OF SYMBOLS AND TERMS?
8. WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF ADVANCED NOTATION? 

9. HOW DO WE USE ADVANCED NOTATION? 

10. WHY DO WE NEED ADVANCED NOTATION? 

11. WHY IS MUSIC A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE?
3) REACTION AND RESPONSE TO MUSIC -MR.1

1. HOW DO MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE A SONG? 

2. WHAT ARE DIFFERENT WAYS WE CAN RESPOND TO MUSIC? 

3. WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE GENRES OF MUSIC? 

4. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION?
5. HOW DO MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE A SONG? 

6. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONDUCTOR? 

7. WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE GENRES OF MUSIC? 

8. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION? 

9. WHAT CHARACTERISTICS DO YOU LISTEN FOR IN A HIGH QUALITY PERFORMANCE? 

10. WHAT CHARACTERISTICS WOULD SHOW THAT A PERFORMANCE NEEDS IMPROVEMENT?
11. HOW DO CURRENT EVENTS INFLUENCE MUSIC?

12. WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF MUSIC AND HOW DO YOU DEFINE THEM? 

13. DISCUSS HOW MUSICAL ELEMENTS WORK TOGETHER IN THIS AURAL EXAMPLE? 

14. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONDUCTOR? 

15. DESCRIBE THE CONDUCTOR’S GESTURES USED TO CONVEY TEMPO, DYNAMICS, AND STYLE. 

16. DESCRIBE TONALITY, PITCH, RHYTHM, POSTURE, AND STYLE/GENRE, WHILE LISTENING TO AN EXAMPLE. 

17. WHAT MUSICAL ASPECTS DO YOU LISTEN FOR TO EVALUATE THE COMPOSITION? 

18. DESCRIBE WHAT YOU LIKE AND DISLIKE ABOUT THIS EXAMPLE. 

19. WOULD THIS EXAMPLE BE A HIGH QUALITY PERFORMANCE? WHY OR WHY NOT?

4) MUSIC IN RELATION TO THE GLOBAL 21ST CENTURY LEARNER -CR.1

1. IN WHAT WAYS CAN LANGUAGE OR CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

2. HOW DO THE CURRENT EVENTS OF THE ERA INFLUENCE THE MUSIC? 

3. HOW DO THE COMPOSERS AFFECT THE STYLE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUSIC? 

4. IN WHAT WAYS DO THE ARTS INFLUENCE CULTURE? 

5. IN WHAT WAYS DOES CULTURE INFLUENCE ARTS? 

6. WHAT CAN ONE LEARN FROM THE MUSIC OF THIS SPECIFIC ERA? 
7. HOW CAN LANGUAGE OR CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

8. HOW DO THE CURRENT EVENTS OF THE ERA INFLUENCE THE MUSIC? 

9. HOW DO THE COMPOSERS AFFECT THE STYLE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUSIC? 

10. WHAT CAN ONE LEARN FROM THE MUSIC OF THIS SPECIFIC ERA? 

11. HOW IS MUSIC RELATED TO OTHER SUBJECT AREAS? 

12. WHAT MUSICAL STRATEGIES COULD BE USEFUL IN OTHER CLASSES OR ACTIVITIES? 

13. WHEN DO YOU LISTEN TO MUSIC THE MOST AND WHY? 

14. WHAT ASPECTS OF YOUR LIFE INVOLVE MUSIC? 

15. HOW DOES SOCIETY INFLUENCE THE LIVES OF MUSICIANS? 

16. HOW DO MUSICIANS INFLUENCE SOCIETY? 

17. WHAT MUSICAL OCCUPATIONS INTEREST YOU?
18. HOW CAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE CHANGE THE VALUE OF MUSIC? 

19. HOW IS MUSIC DIFFERENT WITHIN THE REGIONS OF OUR STATE, COUNTRY AND WORLD? 

20. HOW IS MUSIC SIMILAR WITHIN THE REGIONS OF OUR STATE, COUNTRY AND WORLD? 

21. HOW DO CURRENT AND HISTORICAL EVENTS INFLUENCE MUSIC? 

22. HOW IS MUSIC RELATED TO OTHER SUBJECT AREAS? 

23. WHAT MUSICAL STRATEGIES COULD BE USEFUL IN OTHER CLASSES OR ACTIVITIES? 

24. WHAT ARE THE CURRENT LAWS REGARDING COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE? 

25. WHY ARE COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE LAWS NECESSARY FOR MUSIC? 

